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IMMEDIATELY

NEW SCIENCE BUILDING AND LECTURE HALL
TO BE BUILT ON UM CAMPUS

hensel/jg
7/28/78
Tribune

MISSOULA—
An energy-efficient science building and an underground lecture hall will be
built on the University of Montana campus within the next two years.
The new science building, which will be situated between the present ChemistryPharmacy building and the Health Sciences building, will contain offices, labs and
research facilities for the School of Pharmacy and the Department of Psychology.
Wally Roberts, manager of the general repair division in the UM Physical Plant
and one of the building planners, described the new structure as "lean and clean."
The 48,000-square-foot building will be modest and compatible with its neighboring
older buildings in the eastern section of campus, he said.
And, the brick-veneered building will do its part in conserving natural resources.
It will be well insulated and have windows of insulative glass, and the mechanical
and electrical equipment will be energy efficient.

In addition, heat used to warm

the building will be reclaimed.
Three of the stories will be above ground and one will be below.

All will be

constructed of reinforced concrete to provide a stable platform necessary for
scientific experimentation.
The 1977 Montana Legislature appropriated $4 million for the total building
project, which includes construction, architectural fees, site development,
furnishings and fees and inspections.
Several goals were kept in mind when planning the science building, Roberts said.
The University wanted it to be flexible for future expansion, to minimize noise and
vibration, to be energy efficient, to have low maintenance and operating costs and to
-more-
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be a link between the old Chemistry-Pharmacy building and the Health Sciences
building.

That connection between buildings will be a physical one, probably

underground.
Also linked to the science building and also underground will be a lecture hall.
To be situated under the now grassy area in front of the journalism building, the
lecture hall will seat 400 to 500 students.
Special care is being taken to insure that it will be acoustically sound and
that a lecturer can be seen from every seat.

According to Roberts, the hall will have

sophisticated, audio-visual equipment and will be designed as an effective teaching
tool.
The lecture hall will be underground, Roberts explained, because it is a small
building and the University is running out of land.
less energy will be required to keep it warm.

Being underground also means

Estimated cost of the hall is $600,000.

Bids for construction of the science building will be taken this fall, and
completion date is expected to be 18 to 24 months later.

Architects are Davidson

and Kuhr from Great Falls with architectural consultants Naramore, Bain, Brady and
Johanson, Seattle; Bouillon, Christofferson and Schaeier, Seattle; Drapes Engineering,
Great Falls, and Towne, Richards and Chaudeire from Seattle.
The Seattle consultants were chosen became of their experience in designing
science buildings on other campuses.
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